Health bills create Medicaid monsters

Nevada, Montana and Texas soon could be home to America’s fastest-growing populations on Medicaid. Health care
“reform” bils advancing in the House and Senate would expand Medicaid by making the taxpayer-funded benefits
available to all adults with incomes at or below 133 percent of the poverty line. The change would dramatically
multiply eligible recipients, with 33 states seeing increases of at least 30 percent, including 10 posting jumps of 50
percent or more — including Nevada (82.1%), Montana (80.7%) and Texas (76.9%).
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Sources: Uninsured data as reported in Federal Funds Information for States, Data was not adjusted to account for factors that could produce actual
““Special Anlaysis: State Impact of Medicaid Eligibility Expansion;” U.S. Census Medicaid enrollment that is lower or higher than the estimated uninsured
Bureau's Current Population Survey, 2008 (three-year average, 2005-2007); population below 133% FPL in each state. For example, a portion of that
Medicaid enrollment data as reported in State Health Facts at uninsured population are illegal immigrants who may not be eligible for
http:/Iwww.statehealthfacts.org. coverage. Conversely, individuals in that income range who currently do have

private coverage would have a strong incentive to drop that coverage and
Notes: Percentage increase figures derived by dividing the number of uninsured instead enroll in Medicaid (crowd-out).
persons below 133% of FPL by the number of Medicaid enrollees in each state.
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